Approved For Release 2004/03/15 : CIA-RDP69B00369R0001 00200072-4 






008 ft „ . - 

CIA 5/25 NX v-\ 7V ( 

DAY LD 

BY JOHN A. GOLDSMITH 
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

WASHINGTON CUPI> —THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE’S CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY WATCHDOG PANEL SAID TODAY THAT RECENT 
DISCLOSURES HAVE SO DAMAGED CIA EFFECTIVENESS PRESIDENT JOHNSON 
SHOULD CONSIDER REORGANIZING IT. - 

"IN VIEW OF THIS /SPATE OF CONFESSIONS OR REVELATIONS — WHATEVER 
YOU WANT TO CALL THEM — BY PEOPLE WHO HAD SUPPOSEDLY BEEN SWORN TO 
SECRECY, IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL EVEN IF YOU DID NO MORE THAN CHANGE THE 
NAME," SAID SEN. RICHARD B. RUSSELL, D-GA. 

THE GEORGIA DEMOCRAT, WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE ARMED 
SERVICES COMMITTEE, HEADS A COMBINED ARMED SERVICES-APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE THAT RIDES HERD ON THE CIA. HE REFERRED TO THE 
PUBLISHED STATEMENTS OF FORMER CIA OFFICIALS AS WELL AS TO THE WIDELY 
PUBLICIZED DISCLOSURES OF CIA AID TO STUDENT AND LABOR GROUPS. 

THE SENATOR’S COMMENTS, UNDERSCORING A WIDELY SHARED CONCERN IN 
THE GOVERNMENT’S INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY, WERE MADE AS THE CIA 
SUBCOMMITTEE SCHEDULED ONE OF ITS REGULAR CLOSED-DOOR BRIEFING 
SESSIONS WITH CIA DIRECTOR RICHARD Cl. HELMS. 

"IN MY OPINION," RUSSELL TOLD UP I* "THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF 
THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT CONSIDER WHETHER THEY WOULD WANT TO RECOMMEND 
SOME SORT OF REORGANIZATION." 

RUSSELL SAID HE HAD MO PARTICULAR FOREMAT IN MIND FOR A REVAMPED 
CIA AND COMMENTED THAT SOME CENTRAL AGENCY IS NEEDED NOW— AS IT WAS 
IN 1949— TO COORDINATE U.S. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES. 

THE SENATOR SHOWED LITTLE ENTHUSIASM FOR ONE TYPE OF REORGANIZATION 
WHICH HAS LONG BEEN PROPOSED BY CIA CRITICS— TO DIVORCE OTHER 
COVERT ACTIVITIES ABROAD FROM THE GATHERING OF INTELLIGENCE. HE SAID 
SOME OTHER AGENCY WOULD HAVE TO DO SUCH UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS IF CIA 
DID NOT DO THEM. 

"IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THEY ARE SO CLOSELY RELATED THAT THEY OUGHT 
TO BE IN THE SAME AGENCY," RUSSELL SAID. 

IN A SEPARATE INTERVIEW, SEN. MILTON R. YOUNG, R-N.D., SAID 
HE SHARED THE BELIEF THAT "THE EFFECTIVENESS— AND THE REPUTATION OF 
CIA HAVE BEEN IMPAIRED." HE SUGGESTED, HOWEVER, THAT "NO DOUBT 
SOME GOOD HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED," OVER THE LONG HAUL, BY THE AFTERMATH 
OF THE CIA DISCLOSURES. 

"NOW CIA CAN BE DIVESTED OF SOME OF THESE PROGRAMS THAT THEY 
HAVE BEEN SADDLED WITH BY OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES," SAID YOUNG, 

WHO IS THE SENIOR GOP MEMBER OF THE CIA SUBCOMMITTEE. 

YOUNG HAS STATED PREVIOUSLY THAT CIA, AN OPERATING AGENCY OF 
GOVERNMENT, HAD AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
FOR ITS SUPPORT TO STUDENT GROUPS, LABOR UNIONS AND OTHER SUCH 
ACTIVITIES ABROAD AND THAT CIA UNDERTOOK SOME OF THOSE PROGRAMS AT 
THE REQUEST OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. 
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